
Coffee and Conversation for ESL Listening
with Donielle and Khrystyna

Hi! If this is your first time listening to our podcast, this is an opportunity for upper level English 
learners to practice listening skills and learn new vocabulary by listening to authentic conversations.
 
This is the second installment of our new series we are calling Coffee Break. Each episode will be a 
short discussion about a topic, a quick Q&A or a fun game. Because these are short conversations 
that we will be sprinkling in with the regular episodes, the show notes will also be brief – just focusing 
on a few key words and phrases used in our discussion that we think may be helpful to explain. In 
today’s episode, Donielle and Khrystyna are having a short discussion based on the party or 
icebreaker activity Would You Rather. We hope you enjoy it!

Episode 23: Coffee Break 2 – Would You Rather…?
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rather used to indicate a person’s preference, especially when given or discussing two 
options. 

icebreaker

a game, joke, or story that makes people who do not know each other feel more 
comfortable together. Comes from the phrase “break the ice” meaning: do or say 
something to relieve tension or get conversation going at the start of a party or 
when people meet for the first time.

that’s a tough 
one

we often use the word “tough” to describe something that is difficult to do. (e.g. It 
was a tough exam.) The phrase, “that’s a tough one” is usually used to say that a 
question is difficult to answer or that a problem is difficult to solve.

hippie
from the famous subculture of the 1960s, a usually young person who rejects the 
mores of established society (as by dressing unconventionally or favoring 
communal living) and advocates a nonviolent ethic.

in the grand 
scheme of things

when you put things in perspective, taking everything into account, sometimes 
what has previously been considered significant isn't quite significant

mind-blowing surprising, shocking, and often difficult to understand or imagine

preconceived describing an opinion formed before you have all the information

“work, shmirk”

This is a language construction called Shm-reduplication and is often used with a 
noun, as a response to a previously-made statement to express the respondent’s  
lack of interest or dismissive attitude toward the topic. In this example when 
Khrystyna refers to work, Donielle responds with “work, shmirk” as to say, that’s 
not important; forget about that.

legit conforming to the rules; legal

I’ll stick with continue using, doing, or choosing something

[something is] a 
stretch describing something beyond what is true, likely, or logical

I’m going to go 
with… A way to indicate which item or situation you would select amount given choices

Vocabulary: Words and Phrases Used in the Conversation

You can also read the transcript for this episode.

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1941774/14526357


Thanks for checking out our podcast!
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Fonts credits: Kimberly Geswein &  Bricks and Border 

We are enjoying these discussions, and we hope that you are finding them helpful! 

Here are more resources that we think you and your students will love! 
Conversation cards based on the 

discussions in this podcast Subscribe for a FREE sample!
Get ALL the writing prompts, 

conversation cards and MUCH more!

CLICK HERE 
to buy now or
add to wish list

CLICK HERE 
to buy now or
add to wish list

CLICK HERE 
to get your 

FREE Sample!

We would love to hear from you with any comments or suggestions for future 
episodes. 

If you are listening on a podcast platform, we would be super grateful for your 
review.

And if you’re enjoying these conversations and want to support the podcast, you 
know we’d never turn down a cup of coffee!

Get tips for ways to use this podcast as a learner or teacher of English.

Are you a teacher using this podcast with your students?

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Conversation-Cards-for-ESL-Adults-Multiple-Topics-Growing-Bundle-9612608?utm_source=RCE%20Blog%20Post&utm_campaign=D%20and%20K%20Podcast
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Bricks-And-Border
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Adult-ESL-Lesson-Plans-Activities-Big-Bundle-Intermediate-Advanced-English-7597544?utm_source=RCE%20Blog%20Post&utm_campaign=D%20and%20K%20Podcast
https://rce.myflodesk.com/qbs2ake627
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Conversation-Cards-for-ESL-Adults-Multiple-Topics-Growing-Bundle-9612608?utm_source=RCE%20Blog%20Post&utm_campaign=D%20and%20K%20Podcast
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Adult-ESL-Lesson-Plans-Activities-Big-Bundle-Intermediate-Advanced-English-7597544?utm_source=RCE%20Blog%20Post&utm_campaign=D%20and%20K%20Podcast
https://rce.myflodesk.com/qbs2ake627
https://www.realcoolenglish.com/podcast/
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/realcoolenZ
http://www.realcoolenglish.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Student-Notes-for-Use.pdf
http://www.realcoolenglish.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Teacher-Notes-for-Use.pdf
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